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Aardvark, JCR on the Web, EuroFactor

My pieks include the Aardvark Web portal, focusing on library and in-
formation technology in Asia, and the new Web edition of ITFs Jour-

nal Citation Reports. The former provides current information ahout proj-
ects, eonferences, exhibits and other events, organizations, and develop-
ments in the fields of library and information science in Asia (and a nifty
version of the ERIC database on the side). The latter is the much enhanced
Web version of the classic annual puhlication of Thomson ISI. The pan is
the Euro-Factor database, which presents an impact factor for 512 Euro-
pean journals without reveahng (for good reasons) anything about its source
data for the cited and citing counts. It profusely proclaims the need for a
pan-European measure to prove how influential non-U.S. hiomedical and
life science journals are, as determined by Europeans for Europeans, using
"hiometric analysis."

AARDVARK
In June I sent an e-mail to a colleague and oecasional contributor to ON-

LINE, Ruth Pagell, to congratulate her on her appointment as chief librar-
ian of the Singapore Management University. The announcement was so
fresh that she knew I must have learned about it from Aardvark [www.aard
varknet.infoj, the very current and informative Web portal (or rather vor-
tal) for information technology resources with a focus on Asia (hut not with
chauvinistic exclusivity). It is run by the multinational i-Group, Ltd. headed
by Pote N. Lee, which represents many U.S. online information services
(H.W. Wilson and CAS), publishers of journals, books, and databases (Emer-
ald, ACM, IEEE, SIAM, CABI, and FSTA) in Southeast Asia. It also pro-
vides localization and other support services.

The crown jewel of this Weh site, for me, is the directory of more than
600 open access and suhscription-hased databases, computerized bibli-
ographies, and union catalogs that are mostly from and about Asia, the
Pacific, and Oceania. Aardvark also offers information about relevant U.S.
government and institutional databases, such as the ones of the National
Archive and Records Administration or Hawaii's Bishop Museum. This suc-
cinctly annotated and well-indexed directory is a superb resource for any
scholar doing research on subjects related to the region.

Aardvark offers, in its Literature section, a good collection of somewhat
overlapping, but still well-classified, links to open access full-text articles
on 18 of the hottest topics in information technology. The number of articles
varies from four on CrossRef to 54 on open access, with 41 on metadata and
44 on digital libraries. Represented are the best open access LIS journals
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ID-Lib, First Monday, Ariadne) and
free articles from a variety of prac-
titioners'journals and newsletters
(Searcher, Information Today, RLG
News). Reports and standards from
government agencies are also in-
cluded. Results are listed in alpha-
betical order, and neither date nor
relevance sorting is available. Sam-
pling the choices, it is obvious that
the editor, Clive Wing, must be an
avid reader of the information tech-
nology literature. Aardvark has its
own open access news magazine, Ac-
cess, with about one-third of the
back issues available online. The di-
rectory of electronic LIS journals
links you to 730 sites.

Additionally, there is a very good
link collection to Asian digital li-
braries (26), Asian library associa-
tions (64), and Asian library schools
(88, but its URLs need updating).
Links are also provided to publish-
ers, national libraries, and library
consortia in the Asian region (in-
cluding Australia and New Zea-
land). The list of hotlinked LIS-
related conferences rounds out the
excellent set of directories. As a
bonus, there is a clever version of
ERIC (although without a the-
saurus navigation option) featuring
the InfoBridge software developed
by i-Group, Ltd. and used with
many databases (CABI has licensed
it) from servers around the region.

JCR ON THE WEB
The 2004 Web version (JCR on

the Web) of the Journal Citation Re-
ports (JCR) is part of the ISI Web of
Knowledge platform. Its current edi-
tion, released in the summer of
2005, offers a set of bibliometric/
scientometric measures, not only for
more journals than ever before, but
also with some additional features,
such as aggregate measures for the
groups of journals assigned to the
same (sub)disciplines. This facili-
tates the at-a-glance comparison of
the median and aggregate impact
factors of a set of journals with a set
of other journals in a different but
related discipline. An example is the
set classified under a variety of sub-
disciplines within psychology versus
psychiatry. There is also a new, re-
lated journal feature (although not
for every journal) that shows which

other journals were the most often
co-cited with the target journal, and
thus are the most likely to cover sim-
ilar topics. The visualization of the
citedness, self-citedness, and imme-
diacy index, plus the histogram of
the impact factor through the past 5
years makes the data readily per-
ceivable. The Help file and the tuto-
rial are excellent.

There are 7,680 journals covered
{77 percent of them from the sci-
ences; the rest from the social sci-
ences). The number of open access
journals increased to about 300. I

am happy to see that Information
Research joined the list in the Infor-
mation and Library Science catego-
ry. I'm not unique in having some
open access journals on my mind
{First Monday, DLib, Ariadne) that
I think should replace some of the
existing journals, which don't de-
serve to remain monitored by ISI.
For example, I tested the citedness
0^ First Monday by ISI-monitored
journals and calculated its impact
factor on my own. That exercise in-
dicates that its inclusion would be
justified-
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I still disagree with the principle
of not counting editorial materials
and book reviews in the denomina-
tor of the impact factor's algorithm,
and I remain concerned about the
lack of consistency in assigning doc-
ument type codes for recurring pa-
pers, such as this column. It affects

the impact factor of only a few jour-
nals (although sometimes that effect
is extreme). JCR on the Web may
seem to be a relatively expensive
database, but not in the context of
the ever-increasing serials prices. It
is still the only tool that can help h-
brarians weed out the low impact—
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The Euro-Factor Is not exactly new and nat exactly a database

but expensive—journals from their
acquisition list with the least emo-
tional bias and donkey work (non-
intellectual efforts), saving money
for the next edition.

THE "EURO-FACTOR" DATABASE
Proof of the popularity of ISI's

Journal Impact Factor (JIFI is shown
by the number of sites where partial
or complete lists of thousands of jour-
nals are posted—until Thomson
lawyers serve them with cease and
desist orders. Many years ago
EBSCO thought that it could, with-
out a license, include the JIF in its Se-
rials Directory. JournalSeek, from
Genamics, made the same mistake 5
years ago and had to remove the JIF
numbers. In 2002. a Canadian com-
pany, Prestige Factor, Ltd., launched
an eponymous datahase and a tirade
against JCR, which it sold to some li-
braries. Guess what source it used for
its prestige factors? Yes, the JCR. The
company just applied some voodoo al-
gorithm and went laughing to the
bank, until it was sued by ISI and
went out of business. It was my pan
in this column, published in the July/
August 2002 issue—and I hope it
helped bring them down. You can see
the gory details of this "intellectual"
robbery at http://prestigefactor.not
long.com. A year later, VICER [http://
vicer.org], an Austrian publishing
outlet created by a group of anesthe-
siologists, launched the EuroFactor
database with its own tirade against
JCR, which it characterizes as being
completely U.S.-centric.

Guess what VICER used to get
the source article and citation counts
for the baffling, off-the-wall algo-
rithm used for calculating its Euro-
Factor with no explanation whatso-
ever? The composition, the grammar,
and the arguments for the phony
"Europhoric" vapor on the home
page make Alexander Haig sound
better than Cicero, and Monsieur
Chauvin look like a cosmopolitan.
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There is not a single word about
the time frame used, what articles
are included in the denominator,
whether citations from American,
Asian, African, and Austrahan jour-
nals were counted or only those ones
were which are published in Europe
(to he more specific, in the region
west of Burgenland and north of the
Lago Maggiore). This is pure quack-
ery. The online datahase has been
promised for quite some time, hut
wbat you get for free is a PDF file, la-
beled as new, but it is 3 years old. The
price for the printed version is 30
euros, which is as cheap as the com-
pilation. Don't bother to acquire it.

Peter Jacso Uacso@hawaLi.edu] is professor of
library & information science at the Univer.'iity
of Hawaii'.'^ Department of Information and
Computer Sciencen.

Comments? E-mail letters to the editor to
marvdee@xmission.com.

ANESTHESIOLOGV
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Pain M^icine
1 Pain
2 Pain Clinic
3 Pain Rev

9.09
7.26
5.84
2.91
2.57
1.55
1.50
0.29

11.20
1.09
0.95

CRITICAL CARE AND EMERGENCY MEDICINE
1 Intensive Care Medicine 5.97
2 Anasth Intensiv Notf 1.50
3 Diff Ainrtay 0.37

DENTAL SCIENCE
1 Brit Dent)
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4 Eur J Oral Sci
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2.81
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2.24

Some European-only anesthesiology journals with Euro-Eactors
from thin air
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