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lectronic publishing (or my preferred terminology, digital publishing) has

become mainstream, as evidenced by the development of excellent digi-
tal collections with powerful access capabilities. Many publishers deserve praise
for making the advantages of digital publishing available at an affordable price
or for no cost at all. One of my picks is the National Academies Press for its superb
collection of more than 3,000 free digital books in all walks of scholarly research.
The other pick is ELPUB, a relatively small but worthy collection of the full-
text papers presented at the international conference series on electronic pub-
lishing. The pan is Columbia University Press, which acquired the top-notch
open access publication, Journal of Electronic Publishing, nearly 3 years ago
amid promises of enhancing and improving it (which JEL did not require), then
deep-sixed it, without bothering to post a death notice.
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NATIONAL ACADEMIES PRESS’' COLLECTION (NAP)

There has not been much PR or heavy blogging about this worthy project from
the National Academies Press [http:/books.nap.edul. I first heard about NAP and
the digitization project from Eugene Garfield’s announcement on the SIGMET-
RICS discussion list about 2 years ago. He gave credit to NAP for publishing on
the Web the free digital version of the proceedings of the landmark 1959 Inter-
national Conference on Scientific Information that discussed many facets of in-
formation science and services. Much of the table of contents page reads like one
from a current proceedings of an information science conference. It was this con-
ference where the fledgling science and technology abstracting/indexing services
reported about the state of the art following the Sputnik shock. It is still a fasci-
nating reading for information professionals—particularly when compared with
some A/l database editors’ contemporaneous PR-stuff masquerading as scholarly
articles or conference papers.

On the other end of the time spectrum, cross-referenced by the smart people
and software behind NAP, are such important books as the Proceedings of the

International Symposium on Open Access and the Public Domain in Digital Data
and Information for Science, and the Proceedings on Technical and Medical Jour-

nal Publishing and Its Implications. Held in 2004, both are free for online read-
ing. You can purchase the latter as a unit, or chapter by chapter. This chapter-

by-chapter purchase option is perfect for proceedings (and annual reviews), and



shows the sensitivity and the ration-
ality of the publisher. The 3,000 open
access monographs and conference
proceedings written by respected spe-
cialists of the fields cover all walks of
scholarly research. Although the ma-
jority of books are about science is-
sues, there are also monographs about
special topics in education, sociology,
public affairs, and economics.

The books are easy to search, are
navigational page by page or chapter
by chapter (often both in HTML and
PDF formats), and can be printed and
downloaded (these output options are
not always free). There are informa-
tive snippets of sentences deemed by
the software to be the most important.
These can be skimmed to decide if it is
worth to jump to and read the specific
chapter—an excellent feature. The
whole collection can be searched using
two different interfaces: the Discovery
Engine and the Precision Search En-
gine. This is unusually puffery ver-
biage from this publisher for full-text
search (Discovery Engine) and title
search (Precision Search Engine). One
interface and more of the typical full-
text search options using field-specific
indexes would be much more useful.

NAP is also trialing an experimen-
tal search engine (called Research
Dashboard) that generates queries
from combinations of terms algorith-
mically extracted from the full text.
You can pass the query to Google and
Yahoo! to search outside the NAP col-
lection. Because the automatic ex-
traction of terms is less than perfect,
the suggested queries also leave much
to be desired. Characteristically, the
publisher warns about potentially odd
extracted terms and term combina-
tions right on the screen. In spite of
the weaknesses of the search module,
it is a laudable project that offers
(often for free) high-quality mono-
graphs and conference proceedings on
important scientific and social issues.

ELPUB DIGITAL LIBRARY

Although the ELPUB Digital Library
[http://elpub.scix.net] is more like a
digital shelf than a library, it is a small
but important full-text collection of
the papers presented at the global
meetings of the International Confer-
ence on Electronic Publishing since
1997. Tt is a labor of love collection,
compiled by Bob Martens, a professor

at the Technical University of Vienna
in Austria, who specializes in spatial
simulation of computer-aided archi-
tectural design. The collection has
only 300 items, but features a sharp
focus not only on the topic but also on
the document genre, which is often
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neglected by abstracting/indexing
services. It is also to be noted that the
ELPUB conference is the most re-
spected one dedicated to the topic.

To put things into perspective, the
LISA database has 136 records of
conference papers about electronic
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publishing from 1997 onward (91 if lim-
ited to the descriptor field). Of those
136 records, 108 are for papers pre-
sented at the ELPUB conference—and
these are just bibliographic records
with abstracts. LISA does not have
records for the papers of this confer-
ence after 1999. Neither does it have
records for papers about electronic
publishing presented at other confer-
ences after 1999 (except for a single
paper from the Proceedings of the In-
ternational Online meeting). For that
matter, the LISA database has added
only a single record for papers pre-
sented at conferences after 2001, You
get the picture why small and focused
can be beautiful. It is apparent from
the advanced search templates that
ELPUB plans to add documents from
other conferences, as well as master
theses and doctoral dissertations in
the future.

The software allows field-specific
and full-text searching. The latter is
only available to registered users.
Registration is free and painless. My
only qualm about the software is that
in the basic mode (which searches only
the metadata), it assumes that space
between query terms represents
Boolean OR; a search for scholarly
publishing will retrieve every
record that contains either scholarly
or publishing, rather than the phrase.
In full-text search mode, the space
triggers a phrase search, so schol

arly publishing actually re-
trieves articles about scholarly pub-
lishing. This can be confusing for
users. It is reasonable to use full-text
search in such a small database,
which would alleviate the problem.
|Editor’s note: A CSA spokesperson
acknowledged that LISA has had some
problems with conference proceedings
over the past 2-3 years, except those
appearing as conference reports in
journals. She added that once regular
receipt of proceedings is re-established,
each paper in the proceedings will be
treated separately, as is the case with
the existing proceedings in LISA.]

The pan

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS

In my “Cheers and Jeers” column in
Information Today, January 2002, the
Journal of Electronic Publishing
(JEP) was one of the cheered prod-
ucts/services. The University of Michi-
gan Press did an excellent job in facil-
itating the publication of JEP for 7
years. Its open access volumes are full
of practical, well-researched in-depth
studies, research reports, and in-
formed commentaries free from the
limits of the traditional print publica-
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tions. It had a good search engine, not
to mention the distinguished editorial
board representing many of the pio-
neers in electronic publishing.

After cheering it, [ kept waiting and
waiting in vain for the first issue of
volume 8 of JEP in 2002. Finally, in
August, JEP and Columbia Universi-
ty Press issued a press release touting
a new partnership between them,
missing only the wedding ring icon of
a marriage announcement. [ was skep-
tical of this announcement. I did not
think it was really a matching couple,
and I grew even more skeptical by the
end of 2002, especially having seen
how the absurdly ill-named divine,
Inc. made similar marital vows, but
quickly left several companies in
shambles and many libraries in an-
guish after its nouveau riche shopping
spree and haughty attitude.

Columbia University Press has a
good ring to its name for the quality of
its reference publications, but it did
not bother to deliver on any of its
promises, let alone issue a note to ex-
plain its change of heart. It did pub-
lish the Columbia Guide to Digital
Publishing—in print—in the summer
of 2002 and launched it in online for-
mat as well. It received good reviews,
but is not free as was JEP. An indi-
vidual subscription is $6.95/day,
$29.95/month, and $99.95/year. The
institutional price depends on the
number of full-time students or cor-
porate employees. As for a wider audi-
ence for JEP, I don’t think so. Lack of
new content for 3 years is not conducive
to audience expansion. In WorldCat,
there are 12 libraries out of the 45,000
plus OCLC member libraries that have
subscribed to the digital version of the
Columbia Guide. JEP had 17,000 reg-
istered subscribers.

There is good news. Back issues of
JEP with about 200 articles did not
transfer to the Columbia University
Press site as promised. Luckily, I
would add, as these remain free at the
original URL [www.press.umich.edu/
jepl. Additionally, crisp new copies of
the paperback edition of the Columbia
Guide are available for $7 from many
Amazon partner stores. Amazon offers
the Search in the Book feature for this
title. Although you can only go three
pages forward and three pages back-
ward from the page(s) that come up for
your search, with the detailed table of



contents it is no problem to read
through entire chapters. Good as Co-
lumbia Guide may be, it is no substi-
tute for an excellent open access peri-
odical publication.

This acquisition was a bad deal for
readers of JEP. It may have been a
good deal for Columbia University
Press, eliminating a competing publi-
cation, but not for boosting its part-
nership image. Deep-sixing JEP just
reinforced the fear mongering that
open access journals are not here to
stay, but are likely to become mori-
bund. I believe, and I hope this is the
case, unless divine, Inc. resurrects and
moves in with some other morbid ac-
quisition idea.

Peter Jacso [jacso@hawaii.edu] is professor
of library & information science at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii'’s Department of Information
and Computer Sciences.

Comments? E-mail letters to the editor to
marydee@xmission.com.

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY PRESS TO PUBLISH THE JOURNAL OF ELECTRONIC PUBLISHING

Newly Revamped Journal to Publish Again in Fall

The Journal of Electronic Publishing and Columbia Uniwersity Press announce with pleasure their new
fthe Fall 2003 1ssue, The Journal of Electronic Publish
and will be re-launched with a new design, aug
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By Robert Berkman; Foreword by Reva Basch
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This is the experts’ guide to finding dependable, high-quality
company and industry data on the free Web. Information guru, author, and
editor Robert Berkman offers business Internet users effective strategies for iden-
tifying and evaluating no-cost online information sources, emphasizing easy-
to-use techniques for recognizing bias and misinformation. You'll learn
where to go for company backgrounds, sales and earnings data,
SEC filings and stockholder reports, public records, market research,
competitive intelligence, staff directories, executive biographies, survey/poll data,
news stories, hard-to-find information about small businesses and niche markets.
and more. The author’s list of top starting points is a lifeline for
business searchers under pressure, while his unique table of “Internet In-
formation Credibility Indicators™ allows readers to systematically evaluate Web
site reliability. Supported by a Web page.

2004/300 pp/softbound/
ISBN 0-910965-66-8
$29.95
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