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Editor’s note: This is the second in-
stallment of a two-part series examining
the CD-ROM versions of major magazines.
In the last issue, the author looked at TIME
and Money magazines.

wo of the most popular print maga-

zines are also likely to top the sales

chart in the CD-ROM magazine
league. They follow a different “CD-
ROMization” strategy, but both may work
out well.

I can hardly imagine a better candidate
for a CD-ROM magazine than PC Maga-
zine, which is by far the most widely used
and respected periodical of the microcom-
puter industry. By virtue of its subject cov-
erage and readership, it is a natural for CD-
ROM. Sports Hlustrated also seems to be
an easy-to-sell title on CD-ROM. Though
it ranks only 14th on the list of magazines
with the highest circulation, a much larger
percentage of its readership is likely to
own a personal computer equipped with a
CD-ROM drive than thyt of Modern Ma-
turity, Good Housekeeping, or Ladies
Home Journal, to name a few of the top 10
print magazines.

PC Magazine CD

By the time y(.)u read this, the first issue
of volume three will be available. It may
be surprising, but the first issue was pub-
lished in 1993 followed by four issues in
1994—without much advertisement and
publicity. It was primarily pitched, sold,
and given away at large computer shows.

Ziff-Davis, the publisher, was obviously
testing the waters and launched a serious
subscription campaign only in November,
1994 with an impressively rich issue. A ca-
sual ook at the sleeve of that CD-ROM is-
sue (Figure 1)—very similar to the cover
page of the print issue that hit the news-
stand simultaneously—may give you the
impression that PC Magazine CD is the
CD-ROM counterpart of a single issue of
PC Magazine. But there is much more than
meets the eye.

While the CD-ROM edition carried all

the feature stories of that print issue, be-
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ing a quarterly publication it also offered
feature stories from other issues (PC Mag-
azine’s Guide to the Internet, Captivated
Audience) and then some (Figure 2). While
the articles are obviously easier to read and
the pictures, charts, and tables are of far
better quality in print than on the average
monitor, the CD-ROM version offers three
impressive extra features:

Programs for downloading:

There are valuable benchmark, utility,
and communications programs that can be
copied onto your hard disk for instant grat-
ification. While some can be requested
from Ziff-Davis for free and some can be
downloaded from Ziffnet, the size of the
benchmark programs (30 Mbytes for the
hard disk installation of the lean version of
Winstone '95, for example) rule out any-
thing but CD-ROM distribution.

Enhanced software reviews:

The print editions carry excellent in-
depth reviews of hardware and software
products, but the software reviews begged
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for a different kind of illustration. The CD-
ROM edition fits the bill. It includes ani-
mated screen demos of the programs com-
pared. Instead of one or two static screen
shots, you can play back the dynamic se-
ries of actions that occur on the screen
while listening to the comments of the re-
viewer. Ziff-Davis uses the impressively
simple and inexpensive Lotus ScreenCam
program that acts as a camera in capturing
the mouse movements, the screen actions,
and the narration.

These immensely functional and space-
consuming animations make it even more
annoying that the publisher wasted pre-
cious storage space for low quality and dys-
functional video clips. It makes no sense to
use video to illustrate the enigmatic versus
clear labeling of ports or the cable jungile
within the box. Concerning the latter, it is
not only unnecessary but amateurish when
a video shows the hand of a user with a
bracelet on her wrist poking around deep
in the box to insert a circuit board in a slot.
It reminded me of Evita Peron hugging ba-
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bies yet terrified by the thought that they
might soil her clothes any moment.

Past issues accessible:

PC Magazine CD also includes the full
text of the issues of the magazine from the
past 12 months as a fully searchable data-
base. It is a goldmine of information, par-
ticularly as the search engine for this data-
base is CD Answer, one of the best text
retrieval programs.

PC Magazine CD also offers the under-
lying spreadsheets and/or databases for the
superb comparative charts and tables of
product evaluations so the user can down-
load and customize them by adding the pa-
rameters for additional products and re-
moving those that are of no interest.

The free utility programs of every issue
of the past 12 months are also available
both in compiled and source code form.
This is a subset of the awesome Computer
Library database that deserves its own in-
depth review in an upcoming issue of Link-
Up. Unfortunately, the database does not
include the current issues covered by PC
Magazine CD, whose own software capa-
bilities are extremely limited. There are no
search and print options let alone copying
or downloading capabilities, so the spread-
sheets for the 1995 Buyers’ Guide and for
the article about graphic accelerators can
only be looked at but not searched, copied,
or printed. Neither can the text be searched,
printed, or copied. I think that implemen-
tation of these functions would not canni-
balize the print editions.

Even with these limitations, this is is an
excellent CD-ROM product that is worth its
$50 yearly subscription price for four issues.

Sports Illustrated 1995

Sports Illustrated is not a newcomer to
the CD-ROM market either. The first one
was a disappointment in 1993, but Star-
Press took over the CD-ROM edition in
1994 and added a very good search inter-
face to the much coveted content. The 1995
edition (which I previewed in its pre-
release version) has yet another interface,
but it is even easier and more intuitive than

Volum 2 2, Number 4 Hovember 1993

‘W Rush Power
PC Magazine Labs tests 54 of the

latest graphics accelerators and
nds impressive performance.

@R Graphics Accelerators

PC Magazine's Hollday Gift Guide
Great ideas for holiday gift-giving.

Ron the Benchmerk Tests

PC Magazine Benchmark Tests
Compare to the best with the new
Winstone 95, WinBench and PC Bench.

(R Holiday Gift Guide

Are They Suites Yet?

We review the business bundles.
@8 Office Suites

The PC M

Datab
Search the full text of PC Magazine
from October 1993 to October 1994,
(22 Search the PC Magarine databass

Capti Audie:

No more boring slide shows with
these 10 top presentation programs.
@8 Desktop Prasentations

) Download PC Magazine software

Figure 2

Special Utilities and Software:
Special PC Magazine utilities, online
access software, and more.

PC Magazine's
Guide to the Internet

We give you the roadmap--and the
software --to get on the infobahn.
Guide to the Intemet




LinkmUpP

. DrivinginThe
Weost

D by Teyor

S Chartes andthe Suns dont mind
being overs haikwed n L our
semson, They've learnedtimtthe i
90ing 5 what matters

Pro basketball is one of the
18 most popular sports—
profe I and t

The Trivia Quiz is fun for a time to test
your knowledge, and the summaries for the
correct answers are informative. It is,
however, a very imbalanced collection of
trivia questions. For example, for tennis
there is only a single quiz question while
for basketball there are 100.

If the search capabilities are reinstated
and the print anomalies are corrected, this

covered in the new
CD-ROM version of
Sports Illustrated.

the one before.

You may choose onc of the following
components: the individual issues of Sports
Hlustrated, the Almanac, the Year in Re-
view, the Media Gallery, or the Trivia
Quiz,

The Almanac offers a choice of the 18
most popular sports. Within each of these
there are further choices to look up indi-
vidual and team statistics (if applicable),
records by categories (¢.g., highest career
score, most steals, or rebounds in basket-
ball), or chronology of major events, such
as the Grand Slam tournaments in tennis
from the quarter finals to the finals for the
past 20-some years. Unmistakable menus
lead you through the choices, clicking on
the option button chosen. The charts are
very well presented on the screen.

The Year in Review component is it se-
ries of screens to be read sequentially and
where all the navigation needed is well
served by the Next and Previous buttons.
The flagship component of this title is the
component that includes the almost 50 is-
sues from October 1993 to September 1994
of Sports [llustrated. First you have to
choose the month and then the issue, each
of which is represented by the cover photo.
Within a single issue the table of contents
pages are shown. Clicking on a title will
open the article on the right side, keeping
the cover photo on the left. It would be nice
if the user had an option to overlap the
cover photo and display the text on the en-
tire screen.

What is badly missing from the 1995
beta version is the ability to search for a
word or a combination of words in any of
the issues. This essential feature was avail-
able in the 1994 edition, and its omission
is a big disservice. Itis not possible to find,
for example, all the articles that mention
David Robinson or Pete Sampras, a feature
that is taken for granted in such databases.

The photos are of very good quality and
the typography of the text is pleasant on the
screen. The Media Gallery is a nicely im-
plemented tool to select one of the 50
videos or 600 pictures that are classified by
the 18 sports categories. The pictures are
of the quality that you would expect from
the award-winning photographers of Sports
ilustrated. The videos definitely require a
double-speed drive for smooth playback of
QuickTime videos. StarPress is com-
mended for bundling version 2.0 of the run-
time version of QuickTime, but on a sin-
gle-speed drive even this version cannot
help the jerkiness and audio drops of the
video flicks.
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database can remain an essential electronic
reference source for sports fans.

We are likely to see many other maga-
zines on CD-ROM in an even more so-
phisticated implementation. The 1994 is-
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sues of CD-ROM World (except for the last
two), for example, are available on CD-
ROM in image format replicating the ty-
pography and the layout of the original and
offering a search engine (very slow and
simplistic) to find a particular word within
a monthly issue. PC Computing has an-
nounced a quarterly CD-ROM version of
the magazine likely to be out by the first
quarter of 1995 for the same price as PC
Magazine CD.

Others may not be far behind with
CD-ROMization. ¢
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