This would be slightly lower with a
2400 or 9600 baud modem and averages
arcund $31 if offline prints ($.25 per
record) are substituted for online types.
The annual cost of SilverPlatter's
PsycLIT multivser subscription is
roughly equivalent to 145 to 165
DIALOG searches per year. End-users
in Hamilton Library’s busy CD-ROM
reference area perform more than 165
searches per week. Huowever, since most
libraries charge their patrons for online
searches, the end-users are saving the
money, not the libraries,

SOCIOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS

Sociological Abstracts is available
online on several online systems
including DIALOG and on SilverPlatter
CD-ROM. The CD-ROM version is
known as sociofile. Like Psychological
Abstracts, the online and CD-ROM
versions have some notable differences.
Sociological Abstracts online (DIALOG
File 37) includes journal articles, book
reviews, monographs, conference
papers, dissertations, and other
miscellaneous document types. It is
updated five times per year and covers
1963 to the present. sociofile is a subset
of Sucivlogical Abstracts that includes
only journal articles and dissertations.
Tle CD-ROM is updated thrice yearly
and covers 1974 to the present [10].
(Both the DIALOG file and the sociofile
disk include a second database, the
Social Planning /Palicy and Develop-
ment Absiracts, SOPODA)

DIALOG charges $69 per hour for
Sociological Abstracts, plus tele-
communications network charges, and
$.45 per full record TYPEd online or
PRINTed offline. The annual cost of
SilverPlatter's Sociofile is $2995 for a
networked / multiuser system or 14950
for a single user system.

Sociofile was searched on the
University of Hawail's LAN. We did the
online searching on a 2400 baud modem
to see if the response time variations
noted in the psychology searches would
be greater at that speed.

Strategies

We obtained six sample DIALOG
search strategies from Sociological
Abstracts, Inc. and translated them inta
equivalent SilverPlatter search state-
ments (see Appendix beginning on page
49). The strategies use search capabilities
common (o both systems. All the
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searches use field limiting to one or
more fields. As discussed above,
DIALOG has the advantage since it
allows multiple field limiters per
concept, while SilverPlatter allows only
single field limits. Thus, on SilverPlatter,
the set must be limited to each field
separately and then these sets must be

oRed. For example, in searches V
[divorce mediation] and VI [intervention
programs for pregnant teens], the
searches were limited to the Title,
Descriptor, and Index Phrase fields.

For some complex strategies DIALOG
has another advantage since the strabegy
may be entered as one staternent, while

date versus availability date.

production and the delivery of the
CD-ROM database add another
few weeks of delay.

For users the neal Hme-lag is the
time elapsed from the date of
publication of the source document
to the date when the CD-ROM
database 15 received. The enclosed
figure shows the date of entry
values (update dates in PsycLIT
palance), the closing dates and the
dates when a new issue of PsycLIT
was received at the Hamilton
Library of the University of
Hawaii. In the best case, Le., if a
record carries an UD=8903 field, it
reached users by May, 1989, ie,
only a two-month delay relative to
the update date, bul records with
the UD=8804 field were available o
users only in August, 1989, ie., a
four-month delay relative o the
update date.

When calculaling the real time-
lag, one should add approximately
three months to the update date o
armive at a realistic number, This is
like sales tax, and shipping and
handling costs. Even if nel price is
quoded, the customer has to write
the check for the gross price
including tax and 5&H charges.
Quaoting both gross and net time- |
lag Figures may spare any
ambiguity and serve the users best.

—Péter jacso

Visiting Assocmtbe Professar
Limiversity of Hatwafi
School of Lilrary and
Information Studies

Comments Regarding Update Discrepancy

I'wuld like o clanfy the issue of updating PsycLIT, which cited my findings
with the response of the database producer in an Editor's Note. | think that the
reason for discrepancy bebween us is the interpretation of the concept of update

The publisher indeed enters records sach montl into a database, and this is
ohwvious from browsing the date of update (UD=) field of PsycLIT. However, this
15 rather the date of entry, as the CD-ROM version is updated only every third
mourth (this is the closing date on the external label of the CD-ROM). The

The Drates Game

Date of entry  |Quarterlky Recaipt

update(?) dat |closing date |date
8705 Subscr.
8708 June, 1987 [begins
; B for Univ,
riEEver of Hawaii
8812 Daec., 1588 |inthe first
8301 quarier of
8302 19839
8303 March, 1989
B304
8305 05-11-89
Ba0G June, 1888
Ba07
BE08 Q8-01-89

. 8909 Sept, 1989

B910 10-25-89
Bo11
B912  |Dec.,1989
90 01-03--90
2002
9003 March, 15920
9004
8005 05-08-80
2006 June, 1880
S007
9008 0B-01-90
9003 |Sept, 1950
S010
9011 11-14-90
a2 Dec., 1930
9101
9102 02-10-91
9103 tarch, 1991
9104
9105 05-07-91




