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peters pickhs

he picks include a MEDLINE version from Germany and a topical
MEDLINE subset covering alternative medicine. Ever since the launch

. of the very impressive and free PubMed, it’s been hard to justify other free

MEDLINEs for a pick, but the German version and the National Center for
Complementary & Alternative Medicine’s CAM Citation Index deserve to be
picked. The pan is a site that has the guts to call itself “thereference.com”
when it consists of merely a few slapdash articles that don’t even qualify as
half-baked. This does not prevent many compilers from including it among
their recommended reference Web sites, which in turn are copied by those who
can’t imagine life without creating and publishing link lists but not bothering

. to check what they link to.

The pickxhs

GERMAN MEDICAL FORUM’S MEDLINE

You don’t need to speak a word of German to use the German Medical
Forum’s MEDLINE (http:/www.medline.de). Except for the topmost naviga-
tional line and the ads, everything is in English, since this site is powered by
the KnowledgeFinder (KF) software from Aries, Inc. in North Andover, Mass-
achusetts. This software has been my favorite for a long time because of its
outstanding smart search features based on substantial medical linguistic re-
search that go well beyond what other very capable informational retrieval
programs such as those of Ovid or PubMed do. Now there is a free unabridged
MEDLINE version featuring this high-1Q KF software.

PubMed has had the smartest program for searching free MEDLINE, out-
performing many programs used by commercial MEDLINE versions. For
example, PubMed automatically adds the preferred MeSH term to the user’s

. query behind the scenes. For the query, kidney stones PubMed adds kidney

calculi as a MeSH search term. Similarly, if the user enters the term post-
partum depression or the British term puerperal depression, PubMed dis-
creetly adds the preferred MeSH term depression, postpartum tothe query.
It also maps brand names of drugs into their generic equivalent.
KnowledgeFinder goes further than this. It recognizes the spelling variants
in British and American English, and automatically modifies the query—also
behind the scenes—by complementing it with the appropriate terms. So
searching for pediatric multiple sclerosis will also find the British ver-
sion, paediatric multiple sclerosis. Does it make a difference? Def-

i initely. The difference is no records in PubMed for the past five years versus a

dozen highly relevant records in the KF version of MEDLINE. Of course, profes-
sional searchers probably would accommodate the variants in their strategy,
>
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but in these days of disintermedia-
tion, end-users are likely to ignore the
golden rules of professional search-
ing, and just type in familiar terms.

The difference is much bigger when
the linguistic and relevance ranking
wizardry of KF is applied to a query
of multiple words. The query anaes-
thesia malpractice suits finds
a mere two records in PubMed (one
French and one German article), while
KF yields 200 records (the output
limit in KF). At a quick glance 90% of
them are relevant or highly relevant.
It is quite telling that the 199th
entry in the relevance-ordered list is
“The Legal Responsibility of the
Anaesthetist” with a 60% relevancy
rank. I venture that most users would
rank its relevance at 100%. At least
seven of the last ten records of the
200 are spot on. In case you are won-
dering if the article “Death associ-
ated with anaesthesia” discusses the
legal aspects, you should be convinced
when you note that malpractice
and anesthesia are both major
MeSH terms in this record.

The reason for this impressive re-
sult is the inclusion of synonyms like
professional negligence for mal-
practice, along with several British
and American variants of the root
term anesthesia. PubMed retrieves
only eight records even when using
both British and American spellings,
s0 it is clear there are more tricks in-
volved than a simple equivalency table.

Another advantage of the KF ver-
sion is that, for about 1,500 journals,
there is a document delivery option.
For many journals the table of con-
tents, and for some journals the full
text of the article is linked to the
MEDLINE record and is available free
of charge even for non-subscribers. It
is a nice touch that the articles in
the table of contents can be sorted by
author, title, or page number order,
and in the two formats. Subscribers’
privileges vary from publisher to pub-
lisher, and the KF software is ready to
offer all the options for password hold-
ers. It is a perfect example for demon-
strating how the software features of
a free version can give many commer-
cial vendors a run for their money.

CAM CITATION INDEX

The name CAM Citation Index
(http://156.40.39.5/) is somewhat
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Thanks to its use of knowledgeFinder software, this search on the German
Medical Forum'’s version of MEDLINE will retrieve British and American
spellings, plus amplify it with other appropriate terms.

ix

et Whitmire HC Jr

180 gt Yes ¥ Vigw Medisolegal considsrativne for office-based ansgthesia i dentistry
Dent Cht North Am (United States), Apr 1999, 43(2) pdsl- 2

- Domirio KB, Pogtiar KL, Chiplatt KA, et 4l

191 E\tl“% ¥es W ViEW Awsrenass duy ing anestnasia: 2 closed clamuy analysi
Anzathesiology (United Statasy, Apr 1999, 2004) pl053-61
Barnikel W

194 M No W Visw [Physiclan's liability for anegtiesis dathages (atter)
DtaohiMed Woehenechr (Germany, West), Aug 181578, 103(33) p1311]

196 T g e Deats molided wilh mestisa [Rts]
i Brd Ansesth (Bngland), Aug 1977, 45(8) puai-1
Sheppard G4
Miew Medizal - legal updats,
Anesth Prog (United States), May-Tun 1977, 24(2) p2é
. - Blanic H, Hempelmann G, Brinke G
198 pryo, Mo W View [Inadvestent intra-arterial injection]
Andsthesiol Intenstvined Prax (Germany, West), Feb 1977, 13011997102
o Havard JD
199 g, Yes Miew The legal eépanstility of the dnasithetist il
Ansesthesia (England), Jan 1977, 30(1) p25:30

o
197 gov

=
g
£

- NEW SEARCH - L

It is indicative of how awesomely relevant the resulting set is if the absolutely
pertinent 198th item on the list—sorted by decreasing relevance—can earn a
merely 60% relevancy scare.

related articles but also the full records
with abstracts and many other value-
added fields from the MEDLINE data-
base. On the other hand, you will not

misleading. It is not a citation index of
Complementary and Alternative Med-
icine, but a full-fledged abstracting/
indexing database with about 200,000

records. You will find not merely
the bibliographic citations for CAM-

find citations within the records (as
you do in the Citation Index database
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to complementary and alter-
native medicine, although with
a much smaller subset than
CAM. True, but the CAM Ci-
tation Index has a special brow-
sing feature that makes it very
powerful and, at the same time,
exceptionally user-friendly for
those who have a hard time
figuring out how to formulate
an adequate query.

Readers of ONLINE have
no problem with this phase
of searching, but novice and
casual searchers often have a
hard time entering a query
using the most appropriate
words and search operators.
Natural language systems

ltems listed in the four category windows of
CAM Citation Index represent a variety of

terms culled by experts.

family of ISI or in the new e-psyche
database).

The CAM database records repre-
sent a subset of the MEDLINE data-
base, so you may wonder what’s the
big deal when there are so many free
and good MEDLINE versions on the
Web. True, but many users are quite
intimidated by the full MEDLINE of
ten million records. Alternatively, there
is the free Combined Health Infor-
mation Database (CHID) dedicated

and mapping user queries cer-
tainly help in this phase (as-
suming that the software is
good in ranking a large re-
sult set by relevance and that
the user entered a term that
the software is able to map into a
MeSH term).

The browsing feature of CAM is a vi-
sually aided model of post-coordinated
terms representing four aspects of a
search: disease, therapeutic method,
therapeutic system, and document
type. For each of these, there is a
seroll-down menu, listing terms (not
necessarily MeSH terms) for the cat-
egory. The user may choose a term
from one or more of the categories,

that will be combined in an AND
relationship.

It is a cinch to locate the 14 items
that discuss the use of Ayurvedic
therapy for arthritis or the 63 items
about hypnotherapy for headaches.
The results are guaranteed to be of
high relevance, and the browse mode
often beats the expert search mode,
particularly in recall. The keyword
search hypnosis AND headache found
42 records, and the same query for
these two words in the abstract field
found only 20 records. This clearly
shows that the items listed in the cat-
egory windows of the browse mode re-
present a variety of terms culled by
experts. Even experienced searchers
may not think of all the appropriate
terms when doing an adhoc search, and
may appreciate this smart menuing,
and behind-the-scenes pre-packaging
of terms describing a concept.

The nomenclature is undoubtedly
incomplete, but it can be easily fixed.
There should be many more diseases
or conditions included where comple-
mentary and alternative medicine
has been applied in the past, such as
gout, tendonitis, various infectious
diseases, smoking, and stress. The
same is true for the methods cate-
gory. If art therapy appears on the
list of selected methods, then aro-
matherapy should be also included,
as it is getting attention in main-
stream medicine.

These enhancements can be easily
done, and the advanced search options
of the CAM software can help over-
come these, hopefully temporary, lim-
itations. For example, using the query
smoking AND acupuncture,Or stress
AND aromatherapy can quick]y find
many relevant records. The basic
search, however, does not work cor-
rectly. The query smoking AND acu-
puncture retrieved 500 records (the
maximum allowed by the software),
and the results clearly show that
the software does an OR operation
whether you use the AND operator or
not, and the result is full of records in
the top ranked position that have
only one of the two search words.

In spite of the deficiencies, and of
my skepticism about many of the
healing methods, CAM shows a very
useful complementary and alterna-
tive approach to accessing a specific
domain of a very large database.
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The paem

THE REFERENCE

The Reference (http:/www.the-
reference.com) is quite an ambitious
name for a Web site, and many real
Internet reference gurus would kill to
have such a good URL. That's about
the only positive thing I can say about
this sorry site. It is just another effort
by someone to create an encyclopedia
on his lunch break. To see some fine
examples for this panned site, just go to
http://www2. hawaii.edu/~jacso/extra/.

It is obvious from the outline that
the author is planning to cover a broad
gpectrum from Arts to Computers to
Languages and Science, but looking up
the few dozen articles that make up
this resource suggests that the “editor”
will need a great many lunch breaks.
It is one thing that the article about
painting and sculpture stops at the
Greek and Roman period after short
passages on prehistoric and Egyptian
art. It is another question that the tiny

2 com/art/indes: himl

Painting and Sculpture
L

Thereference.com encyclopedia’s
coverage of Art is divided in its outline
into Visual Arts and Performing Arts,

but only the entry on Music actually
exists under Performing Arts.
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HISTORY

Prehistoric Art

E gyptian Art

The world's most ancient works of art date form 30 000 BC. This is
vastly earlier than the first written records and means that the greater
part of art hustory 1g, m fact, prehistoric. It wag during the prelustoric
period that virtually all the major artistic media evolved, mecluding
drawing, pamting, sculptures, ceranucs and, arguably, architecture.

Early civilizations flounished along the great niver valleys of the Nile
Egyps. adn the Trigirs and Enphrates from Anatolia Ypresent-day
Turkey), through Syria into Mesxapotonua (present-day Iraq). The nvers
linked these regions i an extensive trade network that also
encompassed Persia (present-day Iran) to the east, but vanations in
climate, geograpliy, natural resources and population resulted n
corresponding vanations in arhistics traditions

The article about painting and sculpture stops at the Greek and Raman period
after a short passage on the era of prehistoric era, and the fragment on
Egyptian Art is in need of heavy editing.

fragments that exist seem to be in
need of heavy editing.

Don’t get me wrong; I am not los-
ing sleep over this site per se. Anyone
has the right to have delusions, and
at least this is physically not harm-
ful. T would not bother to pan it, had
I not seen references to this site from
other sites that claim to list the best
Web reference sources.

If you make a search for www.
thereference.com as the target of the
link you will find many individuals
and organizations that recommend
this site. There’s an Internet Service
Provider like BrandX, the Streetwise
site (a project to help the homeless),
and an academic, apparently from the
Weizman Institute, whose published
bookmark collection includes this
page next to a link to a paper about
molecular genetics. A technical writer
found thereference.com site so good
that he lists it as the very first entry
among his favorites. The site that
claims to be Somalia’s virtual home
on the Internet, manages to look more
like a bad foster home by picking this
practically non-existent encyclopedia
for inclusion in its half-dozen refer-
ence sources. The Somali site owner
also swallowed hook, line, and sinker
the claim of this source, and goes

tautological in stating that this was
the first encyclopedia on the Web.
That's the way a myth is born and
perpetuated.

I may be amused by this human
folly, but Mr. Drudge (the father of
the creator of the Drudge Report) may
not think it so funny when his very
good Refdesk site is named for the
link to the thereference site. The in-
teresting twist is that at least three
citing sites make the very same mis-
take, obviously copying content from
other sites without looking at what
they recommend. This insanity is hid-
eously contagious. If you doubt me,
just look up the thousands of links to
the previously panned, utterly infe-
rior Free Internet Encyclopedia while
many good reference sites go unno-
ticed. Such inane links give a bad
name to the Web, and students, who
are the target audience for many Web
sites, will just keep watching The
Jerry Springer Show and believe that
all knowledge comes from that source.

Péter Jacsé (jacso@fiuvaii.edi) is associate
professor of library & information science at
the University, of Hawaii's Department of
Information and Computer Sciences.
Comments? Email letters to the editor to
Marydee@xmission.com.




