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é'l'er's picks & pans

dedicate this month’s column to databases that offer information about seri-

al publications. I spent a couple of years of my career dealing with serials
automation, including the creation of union catalogs of serials, the design of
the PC-based local database system for creating records by national libraries
for submission to the International Serials Data System (ISDS), and have
used and reviewed most of the major serials directories and serials subsets of
CD-ROM catalogs. 1 know that it is hopeless to create, let alone maintain, a
perfect serials database—serials are in constant flux, changing their title, ed-
itor, frequency, publisher, subscription price, place of publication, and every-
thing else that can change. From that perspective I chose the promising SFU-

jake directory and the JournalSeek database as my picks, and the increasingly

outdated, neglected, dusty, and rusty PubList directory (which I used to like and
recommend in its salad days) as my pan.

The pickxhs

SFUJAKE

The SFUjake directory from Simon Fraser University [http:/jake.lib.sfu.ca]
is an impressive derivative of the innovative jake database originally devel-
oped by librarians at the Cushing/Whitney Medical Library at Yale University
as open source software. It is a useful free tool for finding the indexing/ab-
stracting (A/I) and full-text coverage of 25,000+ journals. The underlying
database was built by the original developers from title lists collected from
publishers, A/l services, and aggregators. SFU developed a new interface and

: enhanced the original data.

True, 25,000 journals represent only a small fraction of serials publications.

Ulrich’s and EBSCO provide information on about 10 times as many serials.
{ Even these collections are dwarfed by the nearly 1 million serials records in
i the LC catalog, and the over 1 million records in the ISDS Registry. Then
again, these 25,000 journals represent the most widely read scientifie, techni-
i cal, medical, and general-interest journals and newspapers from the most re-
. spected publishers. You will not find coverage about the Duluth Daily or the

Hungarian Herald, but I presume that these are not covered by any A/T serv-

ices or aggregators, along with the majority of serials listed in the commercial
serials directories.

Although it is clearly a work in progress, missing coverage information for
some large aggregators such as Dialog and important databases like LISA, it
does have title coverage information from the largest and most important
publishers—Elsevier (and all of its imprints), Kluwer, ACM, IEEE, ACS,
Blackwell, Lippincott, Nature Publishing Group, NRC, Oxford University Press,
Taylor & Francis, Wiley, MCB University Press, and from the most important
A/l services, aggregators, and digital archive facilitators—Gale Group, ProQuest,
H.W. Wilson, Ovid, OCLC, EBSCO, Ingenta/Catchword, and HighWire Press.
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SFUjake makes it easy to see at a
glance which databases have A/T and
full-text coverage of a journal, and for
what time period. Not all the records
are complete or correct, but this infor-
mation is far better in content and
structure than the outdated A/T cov-
erage information that you get from
fee-based commercial serials directo-
ries. One of the extra features of SFU-
jake is that it identifies the online serv-
ice providers of the database, a pretty
important attribute.

That said, the summary data must
be taken with a grain of salt, as each
database version at each online serv-
ice provider is counted as a distinet
source, so the 65 databases reported
to provide abstracts and indexes and
48 databases that are reported to pro-
vide full-text coverage of ONLINE do
not mean that many distinct data-
bases content-wise.

The LC and DDC classification
codes and the LCSH terms are very
useful, particularly because they can
be also used as a hot-linked search cri-
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teria. You appreciate this when you re-
alize that Ulrich’s has L.C data for only
18 percent of the journals, and in its
Dialog implementation, there is no
hot-linking feature at all. (The de-
sign of Ulrichsweb, on the other hand,
is excellent in almost every regard).

JOURNALSEEK

The JournalSeek directory by Gen-
amics [http:/genamics.com/journals/|
is not perfect either, but even with its
limitations, it deserves to be a pick.
It provides information about nearly
26,000 titles from more than 750 pub-
lishers. As for the size of the database,
I can say the same thing that I said
about SFUjake: It is the quality of
the sources included, not the quanti-
ty of the titles. Genamics apparently
collected information from the sites
of the publishers, aggregating the de-
scriptions that the publishers pro-
vide about their journals; classifying
the titles into categories and subcate-
gories; and providing essential infor-
mation such as title, abbreviated title,

ISSN for the print and the electronic
version, and links to the home page
of the journal.

Not all the records contain all these
pieces of information, but to the cred-
it of Genamics, it warns you appro-
priately by listing how many of the
records have the various data ele-
ments deseribed above. For example,
while all of them have ISSNs for the
print version, only 2,835 of the records
have a separate ISSN for the elec-
tronie version. This is not the fault of
Genamics. Not all the journals in the
database were assigned an e-ISSN
by the publisher; or the journal does
not have an electronic version that
would justify an e-ISSN, but only a
Web site with select articles posted
in HTML and/or PDF format; or the
journal ig not available at all in an
online format.

It is more surprising that only 70
percent have been assigned a catego-
ry code. Some of the subcategory codes
require reconsideration. For exam-
ple, there is a subcategory for Infor-

Genamics JournalSesk

Search: | .AJIF.g’lrdsr:ﬂ@
Inf ion and C ications Technology Law

inform Comm Tech Law

Publishizd by Taylor and Francs Graup. 1SSN [printad): 1360-0834, ISSN (gledronic): 1469.
8404,

The last decade has sesn the intraduction of computers and information technology at many
levels of human transaction. Information technelogy (IT) 18 now used for data collation, in
daily commarcial transactions like transfer of funds, contlusgion of contract, and complex
diagnostic purposes in fields such as law, mediane and transport. The use of IT has
expanded rapidly with the introduction of mulbmedia and the Intemeat. Any new technalogy
nevitably raises a3 number of questions ranging fram the legal to the ethical and the soaal,
Information & Communications Technology Law covers topics such 3s: the implications of 1T
for legal processes and legal decision-making and ralated sthical and social issues; the
fiabifity of programmers and expert system builders; computeér misuse and ralatad palicing
issues; intellectual property rights in aigorithms, chips, databases, software etc; IT and
competition law; data protection; fraedom of infarmation; the nature of privacy, iegal controls
m the dissemination of pomographic. racst and defamatory matenal on the Internat; netwark
policing; regulation of the IT industry; problems of computer representation and the
computational semantics of law; the role of visual oc iImage-basad legal amentat modelsi;
ganeral public policy and philosophical aspects of Isw and IT. The journsl invites articles,
national reports and case notes on the above and related topics. All submissions are
independently refereed. The iounal is published three timas a vaar with one issue a vear

Genamics collected information describing

Search:

Computer and Information S¢

Algorithms and Computational T
Ardficial intelligence {121}
Camputer Architecture (83}
Comp Human i

Computing (8]

Database Systems (24)

Design Automation (162)
Electronic Commearce (15)
Elactronic Publishing {406}

Suggest a Category

(22)

Data Communication and Motworks (21}

General and Management Topics (116

If you feel that your field is not well represented in the Category Browser, and you would bike
to suggest a new categary, please let us know. JournalSeek is an ever-avoiving entity, we
welcome your input on how the database can better service your needs,

All Fields = @ Ssarch Tipe

fence
heory (157} |\nfarmation Retrkeval (73)

Inform nce {62)
Miscellaneous (262)

Multimedia Systems and Applications (31}
Neural Networks (57}

Operating Systems (24}
Programming Languages {33)
Real-Time Systems (21)

Software Engineering (105)
Idormation Storage {37}

Systems and Controf Theory (82}

Jjournals from the sites of the publishers.

JournalSeek classifies the titles into categories

and subcategories.

>
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JournalSeek has a subcategory for
Information Retrieval [23 titles] and
another one for Information Storage
(37 titles).

mation Retrieval (23 titles) and an-
other one for Information Storage (37
titles). The two subcategories should
be combined into a single Informa-
tion Storage & Retrieval subcategory.

Currently, the database can be
searched only by title words and ISSN.
Obviously, searching in the descrip-
tion could increase recall of relevant
titles, while also allowing for more pre-
cise searches. For example, when [
want to find all the journals whose
descriptions mention the Web, even
though their title may not include this
word or its synonym, JournalSeek
can't help. Technically, it is a no-brain-
er to offer such a search option.

You may prefer objective reviews
to publishers’ blurbs, but you have no
guarantee the review has the facts cor-
rectly—even if it came from the re-
spected publication Magazine for
Libraries, as is the case for Ulrich's.
Its review of ONLINE, for example,
describes it as a monthly publication
and that “the Java-enabled “web-
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zine,” with reviews, lists of useful re-
sources, and feature articles on web-
related topics, includes much of the
same information that is in the print
edition.” I don’t think either is true,
not to mention the fact that the review
(in spite of its date) is based at best
on the 20th anniversary issue, now
7 years old, so I would not consider
those “objective” reviews superior—
even if you pay for them.

As a bonus, Genamices links you to
the Openly-jake version of the jake
database to find out the extent of cov-
erage of the journal you are interest-
ed in. It is more comprehensive than
the original database, but less current
than the SFUjake database; even with
its limitations, it is a worthy add-on.

The panm

PUBLIST

I praised PubList [www.publist.
com], the free serials directory creat-
ed from Ulrich’s when it was launched
in the fall of 1998, and continued to
do so after it was acquired by In-
fotrieve in the Spring of 2000. 1 liked
that it added a new feature, linking
from some of the journals to their ta-
bles of contents. But about 18 months
ago, Infotrieve disabled some features
in PubList, claiming it would under-
go technical improvements. Later, it
started to require registration to use
the database. I found no improve-
ments, just more and more dust and
rust, contrary to what the improve-
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ment banner promised. As of Decem-
ber 2002, the PubList database still
was advertised as having records for
150,000 serials—just as it did when
it started 4-1/2 years before. Neglect
is the most likely explanation for the
sad state of PubList.

Records were not updated, even
though they were in Ulrich’s. For ex-
ample, PubList claims that ONLINE
is still edited by Nancy Garman and
published by Online, Inc. Nancy’s last
issue as editor was July/August 1996,
and ONLINE has been published by
Information Today, Inc. since October
2001. Moreover, when you search for
Online by publisher there are no re-
sults. Neither will you find anything
when searching for Information Today
as a publisher, or Elgevier, or any
other publisher. This option is just as
dysfunctional as browsing by sub-
ject—which at least warns you that
it is not available.

You will find no warning when using
the advanced search option, but en-
tering any word in the title cell will
vield an empty results screen. When
you enter the name of the publisher
into the publisher cell, you get the
error message that “No title was en-
tered for search.” Well, the informa-
tion on the search template clearly
and repeatedly states that you may
leave one or two of the query cells
empty. You still can search by title or
ISSN, but PubList now is not even a
shadow of its original version, and is
hardly worth the free registration.

Peter Jacso [jacso@hawaii.edu] is Associate
Professor of Library & Information Science at
the University of Hawaii’s Department of In-
formation and Computer Sciences.
Comments? E-mail Letters to the editor to
marydee@xmission.com.
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A Publist’s browsing by subject is dysfunctional.

< PubList thinks Nancy Garman still edits ONLINE,
something she hasn't done since mid-1996.



